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SUBJECT: ARAB BOYCOTT AND RCA 
KUWAIT PLEASE POUCH BAGHDAD 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN TOLD IN CONFIDENCE BY RCA GLOBAL 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. (RCAGC) OEEICE HERE OE AN INTERESTING 
CONVERSATION REPORTEDLY OVERHEARD BY ITS RESIDENT MID-EAST 
REPRESENTATIVE. HE WAS IN THE OEEICE OE THE DIRECTOR 
GENERAL OE THE JORDANIAN PTT WHEN THAT GENTLEMAN RECEIVED 
A CALL EROM A PTT OFEICIAL IN JIDDA. THE SAUDI ARABIAN 
WAS INTERESTED IN KNOWING HOW JORDAN HANDLED ITS RELA- 
TIONS WITH AMERICAN RECORD CARRIERS. HE WAS TOLD THAT IT 
WORKED WITH ALL THREE RECORD CARRIERS, INCLUDING RCAGC. IT 
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WAS ABLE TO WORK WITH RCAGC, DESPITE THE EACT THAT IT WAS 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


ON THE ARAB BOYCOTT LIST, BECAUSE IT HAD RECEIVED PARLIA- 
MENTARY APPROVAL EOR SUCH WORKING RELATIONSHIP. JORDANIAN 
OEFICIAL ALSO ADDED THAT IT WAS REMUNERATIVE RELATIONSHIP 
BECAUSE RCAGC GENERATED A LARGE VOLUME OE TRAEFIC. IN 
RESPONSE TO SAUDI ARABIAN OEFICIAL'S REQUEST EOR WRITTEN 
REPORT OP THIS RELATIONSHIP, JORDANIAN DIRECTOR GENERAL 
AGREED THAT HE WOULD TELEX MESSAGE TO JIDDA. 

2. THIS STRIKES DEPARTMENT AS AN INTERESTING DEVELOPMENT, 

AND POSSIBLY AN INDICATION THAT SAUDIS HAVE UNDER REVIEW 
THEIR BOYCOTT POLICY TOWARD RCAGC TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SERVICES. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY CHECKING QUIETLY 
WITH SAUDI TELECOMMUNICATIONS OFPICIALS TO ASCERTAIN 
WHETHER SAUDI POLICY UNDER REVIEW-IP EMBASSY BELIEVES 
APPROACH CAN BE MADE WITHOUT TRIGGERING NEGATIVE REACTION 
BY SAG. IP EMBASSY DISCOVERS SUPPORTING EVIDENCE, USEFUL 
ARGUMENT MIGHT BE MADE BY EMBASSY THAT TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FIFED IS AREA WHERE IT IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT THAT 
POLITICAL DIFPERENCES NOT BE ALLOWED TO INTERPERE WITH 
GLOBAL NETWORK OF GOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE SECTOR RELATION- 
SHIPS. 

4. INPORMATION ON SAUDI THINKING IS IMPORTANT IN LIGHT OP 
REVIEW HERE OP ITT'S APPLICATIONS EOR SAUDI SERVICE 
PRESENTLY PENDING BEPORE PCC. (ITT'S TEMPORARY AUTHORITY 
HAS BEEN EXTENDED UNTIL APRIL 5.) 

5. DECISION BY SAG TO EXEMPT TELECOMMUNICATIONS FROM 
BOYCOTT (AS HOTELS AND AIRLINES HAVE ALREADY BEEN EXEMPTED) 
WOULD FACILITATE RESOLUTION OP OTHERWISE DIPPICULT ISSUES 
RAISED BY PENDING ITT APPLICATION EOR IMPROVED AND EXPANDED 
RECORD SERVICES RELATIONSHIP WITH SAUDI ARABIA. ESTABLISH- 
MENT OP SATELLITE GROUND PACILITIES IN SEVERAL ME COUNTRIES 
IS EXPECTED TO RESULT IN NUMBER OP APPLICATIONS BY U.S. 

CARRIERS EOR FCC AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE UPGRADED RECORD 
SERVICES. AS LONG AS BOYCOTT APPLIED TO TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT EACH APPLICATION MIGHT BE CHAL- 
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LENGED BY OTHER U.S. CARRIERS OR BY INTEREST GROUPS ON 
GROUNDS THAT APPROVAL WOULD LEAD TO UNBALANCED DEVELOPMENT 
OP U.S. COMMUNICATIONS INDUSTRY AND INCREASE RELATIVE 
BURDEN OF THE BOYCOTT UPON BLACKLISTED PIRMS. KISSINGER 


CONPIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TELECOMMUNICATION, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, BOYCOTTS, BUSINESS FIRMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE055308 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JJO'NEILL:JR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760085-0798 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760386/aaaacynh.tel 

Line Count: 1 1 1 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <12 OCT 2004 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARAB BOYCOTT AND RCA KUWAIT PLEASE POUCH BAGHDAD 
TAGS: ETEL, SA, JO, US, RCAGC 
To: JIDDA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



